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Why Tinker the Charter?

In practical politics, the fewer meas-
ures which are put forward requiring
explanation, the better it is for those who
advoocate their adoption.

The Mayor desires an amendment to
the Greater New York Charter giving
the city authorities greater authority
than they now possess to ‘' create new
positions, consolidate existing positions,
readjust titles and increase or decrease
salaries in all the departments, bureaus,
boards and commissions " of the mu-
nicipality.

Of course it is absurd to talk about
thisa scheme as being the result of a
“ conspiracy "' between Mayor Low
and anybody else. The Mayor's mo-
tives are undoubtedly good; but is it wise
to tinker the Charter in this manner
simply for the purpose of dealing with a
temporary condition of things which
those now in control of the city govern-
ment deem objectionable? If this course
is taken at the instance of the fusionists,
why may not the Democratic party just
as reasonably ask the Legislature to in-
terfore similarly in its behalf, if restored
to power at the next municipal election?

The schemo itself seems to be re-
markably inchoate. Mayor low is
quoted by an Evening Post reporter as
mayving when asked whether it was pro-
posed to extond the exempt schedule
under the Civil Service law: * That is
something that will have to be deter-
mined when we prepare the classifica-
tion. It is impaogaible to say offhand just
how the serrice should be reorgenized.”

Should not the Legislature have some
information as to what is to be done
undor the proposed amendment before
eqoting it into a law?

The Greater New York Charter was
completely revised last yvear, as the re-
sult of the very careful deliborations of
an able and excoptionally capable com-
mission appointed for that purpose by
Gowvernor ROOSEVELT, People cannot
be blamed for thinking it very strange
that the work of this commission should
itself require revision so soon after the
eccession to power of a new municipal
administration.

Lord Rosebery's Alm at Leadership,

It begins to look very doubtful
whether Lord ROBEBERY was wise
from his own point of view in seceding
from the British Liberal party. That
he did secede is certain, in spite of some
subsequent professions to the contrary,
because he declared over his.signature
that, in repudiating Home Rule, he had
spoken, not from the inside of the Lib-
eral tabernacle, but from a place out-
side of it, though not in solitude. We
pointed out at the time that, for the
fruition of Lord ROSEBERY'S plans, it
would not suffice to draw to his side a
few conspicuous Liberals, but that it
would be indispensable to secure also
the support of the Liberal Unionists
who now are represented in the Salis-
bury Government.

The incidents that have since oc-
curred indicate that Lord ROSEBERY'S
attempt to organize a new and powerful
political party is a flash in the pan. It
is true that Mr. HERBERT ASQUITH, Sir
EowarDp Grey and Sir HExRY FOWLER
consented prematurely to figure as
Vice-Presidents of a political associa-
tion the headship of which was taken
by Lord Rosesery. How many mem-
bers of the House of Commons are these
threa conspicuous Liberals likely to
lead into the camp of their new chief?
They might have drawn with them a
good many, if the Liberal
had shown themselves disposed to desert
the Conservativea and to form a new
coalition with the Imperialist wing of
the Liberal party.
at least conceivable that Lord Rosgnery
¢ might play a part, which, at a certain
juneture of the Crimean War had been
taken by Lord PALMERSTON, when the
latter was callad upon to supersede Lord
ABERDEEXN in the post of Premier.

In the present case the condition
precedent to such a change proved

Unionists |

In that event it was |

Wireless Telegraphy in the Pacific.

One dificulty in the way of a system of
cable communication that shall unite all
our Far Eastern possessions is the depth
of the ooean in the meighborhood of
Guam. The water is said to be deeper
there than in any other part of the world.
The physical possibility of landing at
Guam is yet under consideration, not
only by the advocates of the bill for
Government ownership of the proposed
Pacific cable but also by at least one
of the private corporations seeking a
oonoession.

On Saturday there arrived at this
port an American steamship which had
received an intelligible communication by
wireleas telegraphy from Cornwall, 1,650
miles away; and single letter signals
when 2,100 miles away.

Now, Quam is not so far from our
Philippine island of Mindanao as Mr.
MarcoNt and the Philadelphia were
from Poldhu when the last decipherable
message from that point was received
and read. Honolulu's distance from
San Francisco is less than that which
which was covered by the signal S re-
corded by Mr. MARCONT'S receiver when
2,100 miles west of Poldhu. The same
space more than covers the distance
from Hono.ulu to our Samoan island of
Tutuila and our naval station at Pago-
pago harbor.

Within the limit, therefore, of actual
present achievement in the matter of
long distance telegraphing across the
sea without a cable, is every American
possession in the Pacific, excepting only
the long stage between the Hawaiian
Islands and Guam. The marvellously
rapid development of this method of
transmitting intelligence leaves no doubt
that a thousand miles more or less will
soon be unimportant.

Will the electric current that is in the
future to bind us to our outlying pos-
sassions in the Pacific be maintained
through a cable system, the estimated
first cost of which is $15,000,000 according
to the report of the Interstate and For-
eign Commerce Committee of the last
House, and the annual cost of operation
$1,500,000 Or will the Government
measages to Honoluln, to Guam, to
Pago-pago, to Manila, be flashed through
the air from station to station by the
system of MarcoxI, of TESLA, or some
of the other men of genius now devoting
their minds to the perfection of wireless
telegraphy?

This question is not merely of specu-
lative interest. It is immediate ' and
practical, and of concern to Congress
at the present time.

The Cost of Our ‘‘New Navy."

A return made recently by the Navy
Department in response to a resolution
of the Senate calling for figures showing
the cost of the “ New Navy " is a finan-
cial history of the navy for seven-
teen years, 183-1000, and as such is both
interesting and important. No similar
compilation has ever been made.

The Department's response purports
to give the figures of the cost of seventy-
seven * finished vessels " added to the
navy between March 8, 1883, when the
first act was signed to re-create the
navy, and June 30, 1000; it actually
gives the amount authorized by Con-
gress to be spent on that number of
| vessels, but gives the cost of only sixty-
| eight vessels, nine of the so-called “ fin-
| jnhed vessels " not being completed until
! after the end of June, 1000. The correct
| figures are easily to be found, however;

and they are highly interesting,

For the seventy-seven vessels added

to the navy between 1983 and 1000, Con-

| gress authorized the expenditure of
| $37,004,057. The appropriations made
| afterward for the same vessels amounted
to $123,550,507, of which $81,576,687 was
for the hulls and machinery, and $41,.-
982.010 for the armor and the equipment
of, these ships. Of the eighty-seven
| million dollare, more than twentv mil-

|

| when the Department's return was made
| up, leaving for the sixty-eight vessels
| actually finished the sum of $66,750,000,

or nearly one million dollars for each
| ship.  The contract price of these was
$40,228 402
what the actual cost was, and the ele-
| ments that made it up:

|
|

wanting, namely, the abandonment of | PG Saeaviase ‘ WAANADS
Lord SALISBURY by his Liberal Unionist | Lo COmractors Xt - oo b
supporters. That they have no inten- | fgani i 0.041,048.00
tion of adopting any such course Was | Gun protection ... ...ooooiviiienieis £,527 800,92
made clear ut the annual meeting of | Tra trip expenses 485,843.94
their Council, which took place on Feb. | Speed premiums N 8.084,871.87
27 under the Presidency of the Duke of | Cast of equipage. . ... oovuen, 18,750472.38
Devoxsuire. The Duke said he was un- | Sssesemente
able to see what inducements to enter | To'ed ..., . seapossesansecics $00,808,080.50

a new onalition could be offered by the |

|
The total cost is thus sesn to be very

Liberal Imperialist faction to the Lib- | nearly a hundrad millions, though the

eral Unionists,
ion that men like

He expressed the opin- | original estimates were about two-thirds
ROSERERY or Kip- | of that sum.
1axa, who threw blame impartially on |

The nine vessels unfinished on June

everybody else, could expect to meet | 30, 1000, in the order of their authoriza-

but seant svmpathy in any quarter.
For his own part, he believed, he said,
that the country would decline to follow

| tion by Congress, were the Plunger, the
| Kearsarge, the Kentucky, the Illinois,
the Alabama, the Wisconsin, the String-

the flag of statesmen who had quietly | ham, the Goldsborough and the Bailey.
looked on while the official guides of the | On these nine vessels more than $18.-

Liberal party had led it deeper into the

00,000 had been spent up to June 30,

mire. That the meeting agreed with | 1900; and at that time it was estimated
the Duke was evident because it passad | that $29,073,128 would be the total cost
resolutions to the effect that there was no | on completion. The aggregate cost of
foundation for Lord ROSEBERY'S hopes of | the seventv-seven vessels authorized and

gaining recrnits among the Unionists,

begun between March 3, 1883, and June

The position taken by the meeting, | 30, 1800, would thus be very nearly $130,-
over which the Duke of DrEvoNsmiRE & 000,000~ $120,777,056.530, to be exact.

presided, offers ndditional proof of the

The cost of each finished vessel is |

fact that, not the London Times, but the = given in the report, and the cost of all
London Spectalor, is the trustworthy | repairs made on each ship since it was
spokesman of the Liberal Unionist party.  first turned over to the Government.

The Times, it may be remembered, | From the former table, it appears that
praised Lord ROSEBERY'S repudiation | the Oregon is the most expensive ship
of Home Rule, and showed itself ready | in the navy, as she cost $6,575,082. The
to acclaim a new Imperialist party,
which, of course, would have to depend | diana, $5,088,571; the Iowa, $6,871,208.
for the bulk of its voting strength at | The first Maine cost $4,677,785; the Brook-

Massachusetts cost $6,047,117;

[

| viewed commercialism with alarm and
| shuddered in all the extent of his sev- |
; . | enty-four or seventy-five inches at the |
lions were for tha nine vessels not finished | Money above the Man.

The following tahle shows |

The repairs on the sixty-eight vessels
cost $0,343,235.18, or just about 10 per
cent. of the cost. Some of the * repairs,”
however, were practically rebuildings.
For example, the Chicago was “ re-
paired "' three years ago at an expense
of $1,857,000, but left the yard practi-
cally & new vessel. The Oregon, which
cost originally more than any other
vessel, has cost for repairs only $68,000;
the Petrel, a gunboat which cost less than
half a million to build, has cost in repairs
about a quarter of its original price.

The oost of building warships has
increased with the improvements in
equipment and armament; the Illinois,
Alabama, Virginia, Nebraska and Geor-
gia, and the five vessels authorized
in June, 1900, the New Jersey, Rhode
Island, Colorado, Maryland and South
Dakota, were expected to cost more
than six millions each; nine vessels
were estimated at more than five mill-
fons each. But other things being
equal, the more expensive a war vessel
is to build, the less apparently does it
oost to keep her in repair afterward.

A further table shows the cost of the
plans for each vessel, resolving the total
expense of the designs among the four
departmental bureaus of Equipment,
Ordnance, Construction and Steam En-
gineering. Some of the figures are
curious. The plans for the Maine, the
first battleshipof the “ New Navy," cost
$36,160.18; those for the Texas, built in
the Norfolk Navy Yard, cost $01,952.68.
The Kearsarge plans cost $108,822.86; the
Kentucky plans, $107,187.78. The torpedo
boats and destroyers cost more to de-
sign proportionally than the larger ves-
sels, from $3,000 to $7,000 apiece.

The figures of the report are not so
arranged as to permit of any deduction
as to the comparative cost of vessels
eighteen years ago and now, but it seems
as if the more recent vessels were com-
pleted at a cost nearer to the original
estimates than the old ships were. This
is to be expected. One certain deduc-
tion may be made, though; that how-
ever much our war vessels havo and
shall cost, we are getting good value for
every cent spent upon them,

Porto Rico, the Philippines, Cuba.

The House conferees tranquilly ac-
oepted on Saturday the Senate's re-
duction of twenty-five per cent. in
duties on goods imported into this |
country from the Philippines. The
apprehension in that quarter that any
reduction of the sort might prove a
fatal wound to the general system of
protection seems to have vielded to
common sense.

Every argument that was urged two
years ago against tariff reduction for
the benefit of Porto Rico applied with
equal force to the case of the Philippines.
Protection survived first the Foraker
act, and, secondly, free trade with Porto
Rico. Protection is not mortally stricken
because the duties on Philippine im-
ports are to be reduced to three-quar-
ters of the Dingley rates. Nobody
thinks 8o now.

Nor will Protection take to its death-
bed when justice is done to Cuba. This
nation's moral responsibility for the
commercial welfare of Cuba is not less
than in the case of Porto Rico or of the
Philippines.

Two Kings.

When the Hon, JamEs STEPHEN Hoco
was Governor of Texas, no other man
was more ferocious in his hatred of cor-
porations. He roared against railroads
and Wall Streeters and plutocrats, The
Texas Democrats and Populists wept
happy tears.

There came a time after he ceased to
be Governor when he seemed to suffer a
echange. He was charged with being a
corporation lawyer, always a very serious |
charge in good Bryanite communities.
Still, he kept his place among the faith-
ful and nominated BRYAN whenever he
got a chance; on one occasion to the great
discomfiture of Tammany Hall. Tn 1900
he was as sonorously Bryanite as in 18086,

In 1801 the oil in the lands of the Beau-
mont district decided to have some
fun with certain Democratic statesmen
who had been in the habit of saying Boo!
to corporations and of “ throwing a
fit" when the word plutocracy was ut-
tered, Up squirted the oil; down went
the barriers of wealth. Thenceforth the
proud Spartat name of HoGG was to be
associated with eyndicates and monop-
olies and millionaires, The scourge of
corporations had become their promoter.
The bellower &t plutocracy found himself
getting rich.

A few days ago he went to London to
tell the City of the glorious opportunity
to invest in oil shares and to boost a
company. His financial and soclal prog-
re s seems to have been rapid. He has
been dining with the chiefs of finance and
of fashion. His coming grand trium-
phal tableau and apotheosis are fore-
shadowed in this despatch:

* LoNpox, March 1 —-Mr. CHoATR, the Amerioan
Ambassador, will present ex -Governor Hooa of
Texas at the King's levee next Friday.”

What does Waeerer of Paducah
think of that, now? Another patriot
charmed * by saint-seducing gold. An-
other American citizen crawling to the
steps of the throne.

But what shall the great man wear at
the levee? The Hon. HExry WHITE,

| the game; and without doubt the Atlan-

the In-

Secretary of the American Embm_v.
stood up for court dress and the rigor of

tean bulk of Mr. Hoca would be over-
poweringly splendid in court costume.
But he and his friends pleaded for sim-
plicity and ordinary evening dress. Mr.
CHOATE and Mr. WhITE softened; and

it is thought that the Oil King will be
clad, j» evening coat and waistcoat and

pears before King Epwakp VII.
:momlmm-mh”“

he
| Mn

knee breeches and silk stockings wheu !

E

often for a sensible, rational, simple dress
for men. A thin alpaca coat or plain,
honest shirt slesves is & part of the garb
which he recommends for summer wear.
Who would have thought that this praiser
of homely clothes would soon be stand-
ing before Kings?

Well, there are few longer legs in
Great Britain than those which the Hon.
Jim HoaGa is to insert into smalls next
Friday; and there is no heartier laugh
anywhere, The 0il King is a good fellow,
boars up under his actual and prospec-
tive riches bravely, can shake hands as
strongly as any man in the world, would
have made a persuasive book agent, and
will probably make the King take a
small block of stock.

An atrabilious New Englander, writing,
of course, to the Springfield Republican,
{ronically applauds Secretary Hay for
using In his McKinley oration the phrase
“ under the shadow of our flag," in refer-
ring to our recently acquired island poeses-
sions. " Could anything be more closely
descriptive?”® he asks. * It might be made
stronger by inserting the word ‘cold’ be-
fore ‘shadow,’ but that is not necessary.
Outting off the sunshine implies cold.”

Davip the Psalmist, it appears, com-
mitted the same rhetorical lmpropriety
when he implored the Lord to * keep me
under the shadow of Thy wings.”

——

REV. MR. SCHOONMAKER'S CASE

The Rights and Courtesies of the Crownded
Rallway Car.

To Tee Eprror or Tae Sox—Sir: Re-
prated notlce of the oocurrence on a Jersey
Cantral train, wherein the Rev, Ralph Dazell
Bchoonmaker was unfortunately involved,
demands a statement which will relieve
the minds of all “Presbyterian gentlemen”
of any misconception of the character of
their representative in the foreign fleld.

Mr. Schoonmaker entered the train with
Mr. A. C. Beatty, an old friend whom he
had not seen for years. Mr, Beatty re-
quested him to hold a seat while he went
forward to find his brother In another car,
assuring Mr. Schoonmaker of his quick
return. To Inguiries Mr. Schoonmaker
made the usual answer in such cases and 1o
objection or complaint was heard except
from the per.on comfortably seaged oppo-
site. To hlin Mr Schoonmauker courteously
explained the situation. After the train
started and (t became evident that Mr
Beatty was detained, Mr. Schoonmaker
explained to the conductor who Inquired
and through him offerad the scat to two
gentlemen who were standing in the car at
some distance, No lady was kept standing
at any time,

The abuse of the person opposite con-
tinued to Plainfleld without active resent-
ment from Mr Schoonmaker. This self-

restraint was mistaken for tirnidity and afrer
both had left the train the unknown person
struck Mr. Bchoonmaker, who was encum-
bered with several large bundles, squarely
in the face. Mr. Schoonmaker repellad
this and subsequent attacks with an abllity
which makes his previous self-restraint
all the more remarkable and cannot lower
him in the opinlon of any who know the nobil-
ity of his character and the self-sacrifice
he 1s making for his fellow men

The criticisms of “A Presbyterian .Gen-
tleman”® would in my opinion be entirely
warranted had the more htfhly colored press
reports been true, and admit that Mr
Schoonmaker did exceed his legal rights
in holding a seat for anybody btill, com-
mon munu{' cknowledges such a prive
{lege where it does not directly Ineconven-
}l?n\‘ﬂ other passengers, especially ladies,

he abuse of this courteay is most repre-
hensible and the uuﬁmllon of such abuse

r.

in this case does Schoonmuker deep
infustice,
Mr. Beatty's self-acknowledged blame

hardly enters into the discussion, but the
unknown ncTuuor can, under the cireums-
stances, n-:- ve little l)'mg‘mhy eapecially
in view of the cowardly method of his attuck,
. J R BLAKE
4 WaLL 87, New York, March 1

Duane H. Chureh and Other Watchmakers.

To e Eprtor or THE SvrN—Sir: Apro-
pos of Horaoce L. Arnold's article in relation
to Duane H. Church's début as a captain of
industry and to his inesdequate recognition
outside of the watchmakers, [ have to =say as
& watchmaker, who long ago recognized

his ability in the line he is now following, |

that his appearance to the general public
and Prince Henry is In line with the present
craze to laud the,man behind the gun, and
in this case, as in the others, the gaze
rivetted on the man and the gun forgotten

Mr. Church is modesty personified, and he
would tell us that the American Waltham
Watch Company is now, has been and always
will he the well-spring of its own progress
He would say that he is only one of many
who have contributed to its development

‘He would give credit to A. L. Dennison, “the

father of the American wateh,” and to each
successive mechanical superintendent. Mr
Church and all others in this line of manu-
facturing will uncover in the
Roval F. Robbins. Mr. Church’s brilliancy
lies In his ability to approach closer to ideal
automatism than is usual among designers
and constructors. The basic principle of
Mr Church's method is the ocarria
unit or part of a watch from one tool or ma-
chine to another tool or machine for each
successive operation, by means of various
mechanical movements in lieu of like ser-
vice by human hand

Thera seems to be more surprise mani-
fested over the début of Mr. Church than
over the appearance of better-known men,
but why should a man of his intelligence
be kept in obscurity, why should he be a
rosa “born to blush unseen and waste its
sweotness on the desert air?” Bome one
must take the places of the older ones, and
who more fit to come nn than Duane H
Chureh? Bring up the others: put out fresh

ods While comparatively happy and
Jjenlous of none, I must confess to heing on
the downward slope, pursuing the even tenor
of my way unheralded and unknown

W. W. HasTINGS,
JErsey Crry, Fab 27

0ld-Style Boots.

To THR EDITOR OoF THE SUN—~Sir: In the report
of the proceedings at the McKinley memorial
serviges, 1t s noted that Prince Henry of Prussia
erossed his legs and disclosed the fact that he wore
the old-style top boot. In the English Army Wel.
lington boots are part of the full . dreas uniform
(see Dress Regulations) and probably the same
regulation holds with Continental services. Thers
1s a reason for it. The trousers retain thelr shaps
instead of wrinkling about the ankles as when low
shoes are worn. Moreover, thers Is uniformity
which Is perhaps preferable to the variety allowed
in our service, where can be seen button shoes,
lace shoes, Congress galters, &c., some with plain
toes, others capped, some with Ligh heels, some
with low. For feld service, rigld uniformity
should “go hang” and a man should wear —if the
supplies are procurable — what suits him best,
sandals, moceasins, Jack boots, putties or legging
with half boots, or what not: but In “full Ag” the
boot of our daddles is the proper thing

By the way, 1 never neard of pressed trousers
tor soldiers on the other side. But then I haven's
heen there for & good many years. In my day,
we used o wear our new clothes In quariers for
several days to get the lroning marks out. ObL-
trusive brand newness of clothes was conald-
ered more sultable for counteriumpers in thelr
Sunday best, EX-ROYAL MARINE.

NEW Youk, Mareh 1.

Rring Filipinos Here.

To TaE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: Would 1t not
prove of especial benent to lh.e inhabltants of the
Phillppines as well as for the United States in their
civilization to bring & number, say 100, of the Fili
pinos, representative of the different tribes,
the United States. Thelr Nving here would In a
short time show them far beticr than through our
Commissioners, the working# of our customs and
our laws. Then these very natives, returaing,
realizing our laws and oustoms as well as the laws,
customs, and superstitions of thelr own people
would be more able to Bl government positions,
and In that capacity bring tbe advaniages of our
methods in leas time hefore tuelr countrymen.
NEw Yonx, Maich 2 5. T.B

Won't Compromise.
From the Columbus E vening mne:l‘ru. "
Mayor ulsville has declined to have
1:' fire -:\:ol‘:nwd after him. This seems
be oarrying $he Kentucky antipathy 1o water

& Ndiguleus extreme.

presence of |
L]

0 0 s | compel the Germans to build this railroad,

A great railroad enterprise is getting
under way in Australia. The surveys have
been made for a railroad from Port Au-
gusta in the State of South Australia clear
across the southern edge of the continent
to the mining town of Coolgardie in Western
Australia. As Coolgardie ia already joined
by rail to Perth, on the west coast, the trans-
oontinental road will be completed when
it reaches that point.

The road will run quite near
where a telegraph has for years connected
the eastorn and western coasts of the con-
tinent. Nine-tenths of the mileage will be
through one of the most barren deserts
{a the world, but the building of railroads
through desert lands no longer offers diffi-
oult problems to engineers. ‘The problems
have been solved and no one doubts that
the stretching of a railroad across this part
of Australia will be successfully carried out.

The engineers say that on the limestone
plateau to the north of the Great Australian
Bight, along whose shores the track will
be lald, is the only part of the continent
where there are no native tribes. A con-
sidera number of natives, however,
live in the western part of the region to be
traversed.

Untll the engineers recently went over
this desolate country the region had been
oroased only by Eyre, who, while vainly
hunting for new ture ds, made the
Journey in 1840-41 that cost him so much
suffering and the loss of his white com-

rades.

This railroad will complete the connection
by rail of all the important centres of popu-
lation in Australia, excepting some isola!
sottlements on the north and northeast
ocoasts, Heretofore it has always been
nooomr{ 10 travel by sea between Perth,
Fremantle and Albany, the most important
towns in the State of Western Australia,
and the well-developed regions of Vietoria
and New South Wales.

But with the building of this railroad the
journey may be made from the southwest
corner of Australia through all the southern
States of the Commonwealth and north
along the east coast as far as Rockhampton,
on the middle coast of Queensland. Thus,
nearly all the great mining regions and
agricultural districts will be connected by
rail either by the line along the coasts or by
branches from it already in operation in
eastern Australia, which penetrate into the
mining and wool-producing districts of the
interior.

Fyre was saved from death when he
orossed the continent by the discovery
that he could obtain water by digging.
It will be remembered with what iniinite
difficulty the famous overland telegraph
line from South to North Australia was
earriod across the waterless interior to
meet the submarine cable on the north
oast.

But a great deal has been learned about

the sea,

practical methods for carrying on euter- |

rises in the deserts since the overland
aslagraph was stretched acrosa the sandy
wastes of Australia; and there is no reason
to doubt that the desert railroad now to be
built will be comploted without very great

difficulty.
NEW ROUTE INTO AFRICA.

Steamers and Porters to Connecot the
sea With Lake Tonganyika,

A company has been organized in Ger-
many under the name of the Central Afri-
ean Lakes Company to create a regular
transport service from the coast to Lake
Nyassa and thence to Lake Tanganyika
employing 8,000 native carriers. The com-
pany will carry goods for the German Gov-
ernment, for the stations of Congo Free
State in the southeastern part of its terri-
tory and for the numerous missionary and
trading posts that are distributed over the
eountry,

The advantage of this route is the large
amount of water transportation it affords.
Vessela from Europe may unload their
cargoes at Chinde in the Zambesi deita and
river boats will carry the freight up the
Zambesi and its Shire tributary to the
rapids in that water.

A portage of sixty miles will then be re-

uired. At the head of the rapids the

reight will be transferred to steamboats

bound for the head of Lake Nyvassa, 300
miles awav. Another portage of 200 miles
will then be required to the foot of Lake
Tanganyika whence German steamboats
will be able to deliver the freight at porta
along the thousand miles of ‘l’ungnnyikl
COASLS.

The land portage along the old caravan

i« | routa between Zanzibar and Tanganyika

| involve only 260 miles of land portage and

is 800 miles in length. The new route will
will thus affect a large saving of time and
expense,

he development of their great territory

in East Africa will doubtiess demand from |
the Germans the building of a railroad |

straight from the Zanzibar coast to Tan-
ganyika. The route which they now pro-
pose ta utilize is to be opened beocause the

| railroad which the British have completed

from the Indian Ocean to Vietoria Nyanza
threatens to divert to that northern route
most of the trade the Germans have been
carryving overland to Tanganyika.

It is likely that the sharp competition
for the trade of Central Africa will soon

but meanwhile the new route by Lake
Nvassa will be much cheaper and better
than thelr caravan road to Central Africa
which {s now employed.

How Sller Got His (heck Cashed.
From the Chicago Tribune

Aa & means of proving his identity for the
eashing of a check George Siler, the pugilis-
tlo referee, was asked by the paying teller at
the Fort Dearborn N itional Bank yesterday
to “count out” an pPMATinary fighter

When Siler presented a check to secure his
money the tellor said

“You'll have to be identified, Mr_ Siler *

The referee searched through his pockets
and offer~d as evidenoe several letters, some
of whish were on hoxving club stationery

*Oh, you are the refe ‘ asked the teller

*Yas, I'm the fellow “ replied Siler

“Wall 1 suess it's all right, but 1 need per-
sonal identifieation, Dou’t you know some

one here

n'rm. possessor of the cheek said he did not,
hut perhaps some one of the force knew
him Thereupon the teller summoned one of
the younger clerks who 15 known to have a

ree?”

liking for boxing, and to him the situation
was stated
The latter looked doubiful when he oon-

ookt

fronted Siler You
man in the ring,
suspiciously at Stler's n

“That's true, figurati

yme to be a H: er
woomer, loo ‘rng
HEL

sald Siler, *¥

am a bigger man in the ring ™ at the same
time removing his glassns .
St{ll the clerk was not absolutaly sure

Suddenly the teller in the midst of the dis-
enssion  interrupted with & jerky command
of “1et me hear you count, Mr. Siler *

The latter instinctively bent half forward,
began swinging upward and downward his
right arm to a measured “One-two-three =

Before he had reached “four” the teller
said g s

“That's enongh You're Mr  Biler, and

Any ons but a referes

here's your money y
R Y what? or would ecount

would say: "Count
right along *
Parmers and National Loans in Sweden,
From the St Pawl Dispaten.

Srocknots, Feh 22 - The agrarian party at na
meeting here showed itselfl In sympathy with s
proposal to compel farmers, when borrowing money
on 1and, to obligate themselves 1o pay back 2 per
eent of the loan annuaily. Major Bergmark, o
member of the upper house, sald '

“Agricultural pronerty has been mortgaged for
one third of Its toial value during the last twenty
years. If this continues the farmers of the next
generation will be overwheimed with debt and yp.
able to withstand competition.  Furthermore, |ang
13 & pattonal asset and 118 burial under mortgages a
national perl
to repay loans within & reasonable period. The
same principle should apply to farmery *

Translations of the Bible.
From the Review of Reviews.
Of the 78 ancient and mode

the Bible, 458 have been made brr:m'.::::,',r.
the annual elroulation in what are y
slon fields Is over three and a
volumes, largely portions, but
five thousand eniire Hibles.

of
and
known as mis.

quarier million of
With nearly ninety.

/

| from

! tinent.
! north of the Zambesi, they were robbed
| of all their supplies

The State farces the municipalittes l

The African Explorer Writes to Contradict

Avether Report of Fils Death.

Dr. Emil Holub, the well-known African
explorer, has again been reported dead
by some European newspapers.
day Dr, Holub has read a great many obit-
uary notices of himself.

Ahout fifteen years ago the civilized
world believed that he was dead and months
elapsed before the report was found to be
false. This time Dr. Holub is not in the
depths of Africa, but at his home in Vienna.
He has lost no time in contradicting the
blunder which some newspaper corre-
spondent made.

Dr. Holub has been kept to his bed for
some months as the result of fever con-
tracted in Africa, which has never been
wholly eradicated from his system. It
{3 hoped that he will soon be able to get
round again,

When the réport was telegraphed about
fifteen years ago that Dr. Holub had per-
fshed in the wilds of tropical Africa, THE
Sux printed the story of his remarkahle
work in Africa, to which he has given eleven
years of his life. His firet sojourn in the
Dark Continent was seven and his second
visit four years in length.

A few years ago the newspaper writer
who the obituary article for THE
SuN introduced Dr, Holub to a large audi-
ence before which the explorer appeared
during his visit to America.

Dr. Holub is chiefly noted for the col-
leotions in natural history and the ma-
te for making accurate ethnological
models which he brought from rica.
His oollections are probably larger than
any other one man has ever made in that
continent,

Twenty freight cars were required to
take them to‘Budapoct when they were
exhibited in that city. Many of them are
now on permanent exhibition in the Mu-
soum at Vienna, though Dr. Holub has
given away a great deal of his material o
natural history museums in nearly every
oounnz.gf Europe. About forty medals

.i::m

sooieties various Governments have

{ bsen bestowed upon him in recognition of

his important contributions to our knowl-

E .dBO of Africa.
r,

Holub and his wife, who accompanied

him on his last expedition in 1853, had a
most thruunfhexpar oe in the Dark Con-
In the Maschukulumbe country,

the two white men
with them were killed, and they were com-
palled with the handful of people left in
their caravan to retreat to the south.

The terrible march lasted cight months,
and for the first hundred miles it was ne-
cessary to avoid all villages, for every man's
hand was agaiust themy. They had nothing
to eat except what they killed.

In the book in which Dr. Holub told eof
this expedition he gave great credit to his
wife for the helpfu %art she bore fu it and
for the courage with which she endured
the terrible suffering of the eight months'
flight from hostile savages.

BARBY GUNTHERS ADVENTURE.

Found After Midnight In a Ditch Sur-
rounded by Howling Ceoyotes.
From the Cincinna*y Enquirer,

DExvir, Feb 26+ Sarah, the three-year-
old dunghter of Adam Gunther, a ranchman,
wandered awuy from her home, northwest
of the town of Henderson, yesterday after-
noon, and was found at 130 this morning in
the mud of a “draw” up to her knees, and
surrounded by covotes Bhe was awake,
unharmed and not even erying

The strangest part of the story is that a
woman's dream directed the searchers to

the child  John McClary and Henry Dierks,
two ranchmen, found her  Fully 100 men
were out with the searching party.  The

news that a baby was lost on the bleak prairie
started every man who heard it on the run
A mile away from th» Gunther house the
searchers came to the house of I, J Brant-
ner. This was about midnight. The sound
g! their voices brought Mre. Brantner to the
oor

“Why, 1 was just drrnmlnlh about that
lost baby.,” #he ssid "1 saw her perfectly
well, and if you'll follow dogn the line fence
to the foot of thut second draw and then
go up the draw I believe you'll find her "

The men started on the run. Under the
clound-dimmed moon they hunted back and
forth, ealling, and expecting if they found
the baby at all to come upon her sound asleep
in a ditch, or that other condition suggestod
by the constant howling of the coyotea. But
when they found her, fust as Mre Brantner
had said they would, she was unharmed.
She had been away from home nine hours

Going 1,000 Miles by Dog Team.

From the Morning Oregonian,

W. H. Adams, who, after six years in Alaska,
has been spending the winter in Portland,
left for the Far North Saturdav evening
He Is bound for the headwaters of the Koyo-
kuk, where he has some mining interests
which are thought to be valuable.  His falth-
ful dog team, which has also been passing
the winter in Portland, went with him. It
consists of two huge black Russian blood-
hounds, gaunt and bony, one weighing 180
pounds and the other 150 pounds, and a stout
collie dn% for a leader to set the pace for the
others. He will to White Horse, where
he will hitech up his team and load his to-
boggan with 5% pounds, and start for a clean
1.000-mile journey over the lee and snow
He will go through Dawson and 4% miles
d?wn the Yukon, and then across a range
of mountaing and down to the headwaters
of the :i.ﬁo-.;‘.:. only 60 milea from Point
Barow. o expects to he ﬂn¥dny- on the
trip. Mr Adamas puts his trust in his team
to “puil him through.” and says the big do"s
are very powerful and true, and his colile
surpasses &s & leader the native Lhuskies.

His Excuse Seemed Insuffelent.

From the Philadelphin Timen
Not long ago Capt. George Blakely of the
United States Army, professor of mathematios
at West Point, came to this, his native city.
Desiring to renew old friendships he tele.
aph to Prof. Robert Hart Bradhury of
the Manual Training Sehool, requesting him

to eall at his hotel Jhu earllost convenienee. |

Prof. Bradbury wrote a reply, instructing
the maid to have it telegraphied to the Captain
at onea

The message reached (‘nr! lakely, who,
after reading it, sent Prof. Bradbury the fol-
lowing despatch:

“Why don’t you buy some?"

When this reply reached Prof. Bradbury
he was nonplussed. He hastened to the hotal
and found the Captain.

“Jack, what the deuce do you mean by
such a reply as this?™ he saked.

“What do you mean by this?” said the Cap-
tain, handing the professor his message
t rva?‘: “I'm out of socks= and ean't come'”

rof. Bradbury had written: “I'm out of
sorts and can't come!” The error was the
operator's.

A Girl Fell Into His Bathtub,

" Frm;‘lgc Philadelphia Record

OMTON, Feb. 27 —~While a patron was
bathing In Shi
"“,'"""": '3_{"!.’"?’«1' shop, on Shawmut
splash an & was nearly paralyeec i
excitement to find that : m-if'v'.'m'.'é'nﬁ'
ﬁ"l had appeared (n the tub beside which
e was standing he girl had been leanin
fhor. 8, rolling, spd It fve"wey’ ahe ol
Her injuries are :ot “’ll’lgul.' " Dhres

Had Little Use for Street Cars.

Bt From the Chicago Tribune.
‘Juring a residence of forty-six
Chicago, Frederick D. Ehlen, & plnnmyr’:v')...«u‘]r:
"lﬂd who died on Tuesday evening, pat-
I "r. the street railroad companies only
“gu a doren times. That was during the
Nt:»rld alr, when the distanece from his
orth Bide residence to Jackson Park made
WA klnt gut of the question. It was due
::.E!‘:d ;.mru:\' v’nlhlnh tht ha finally oon-
onia, whie
in his eighty-first voar. SERNS 5 Y,

Goldwin Smith on Orators.

In his

| of

PICTURES FOR FILIPINOS,

A Large Number of Lantern Slides to Be
Sent to Teachers In the Islanads.

The Museum of Natural History received
a lotter last week frem one of the educg.
tional authorities in the P)n!lmunu re-
questing that a large number of lantern
elides be sent to the islands for the uge of
the schools and for lectures to be given
to the people generally. The slides chiefly
in demand are those which will help 1o
convey a good idea of our own country,
{ta development, resources and people,

The Museum of Natural History has
undertaken the work of meeting this de.
mand. Already a number of pictums
have been taken in this neighborhood;
others will be added and a great number
of Jantern slides from tha large collection
of the mugeum will be &eit.

All who are familiar with the superlority
of the work done by the museum in this
line will feel certain that the Filipinos
are to have the advantage of lantern slides
which in selection of topies, fine photog-
raphy and superior coloring are unsur.
passable.

When one of the Commissioners to the
Philippines looked over the museumn slides
a while ago he told Dr. Bickmore that he
wanted a considerable number of &lides
showing snow and ice scenes, the Filipinos
having the most hazy ideas as to these
phenomena. The collection will there
fore include quite a number of snow and
ice views, some of which have been epecially
taken for the Filipinos during the past
week.

The recent storm gave the éphotofnyhar
an excellent opportunity in Central Park
and the results of his work, exhibited in
the lecture hall on last Thursday evening,
were very beautiful specimens of snow
views, The photographer was sent
the Hudson River to the neighborhood
Hastings, where the river is covered
for miles by glassy ice, affording great

phical and “scientific |

there was & tremendous |

| my

From the Auigntic MoniMy.

Joha Brigut's sprech on the side of the North In
St James's Hall was the best speech | ever heard
He always spoke with a quiet and almost sunlrnul
manner, without gesticulation or mueh emphasis
without anyihing at all of the stump orator, making
his A‘\mltnce fecl the presence of & weiguty Judg-
ment and a great woral power
bated whetheér his s £ ‘_".ll’l::;.betn -
far as the great specches are concerned, the ues
tion 18 anawered by the specchies thempelves . Thes
are literature—literature of & high order. and ;’
AN can speak literature extempore. Al the great
orations of antiquity, we know, were then

re have been great F-munenu 'prakers
Wwho spoke extempore, bul thelr speeches ure not
}nrnwn. The speeches of Henry Clay, which de-
ivered with his volce and manner produced

effect, are wnlunlo..-x: ot

o‘ou- rﬂ command ‘made
;.-, i~ com of subjoct an Im-
= rﬂu. When he was \otro-

v ex some measure,

grest

2
-
i
B
-2

sport this winter for ice yachts,

All the views here show persons on the
ice and also ice yachta, among them the
largest and fastest iccboat on the Hud-
gon. This yacht was shown while going
at a speed, it is said, of the Empire State
Express, and yvet the view I8 very sharply
and clearly defined. The photographic
plate was exposed in taking the view
only a very small fraction of a second

If the Sultan of Java might have seen
these views of Hudson ioce with men stand-
ing on the glassy surface, he prolably
would not have n 8o loertical when
his first Duteh visitors told him of an in-
teresting feature of Holland winters. Thev
assured his Highness that sometimes,
when it was very cold in Holland the water
became solid and men could walk on it.

His Highness stopped them.

*Now,” he =aid, “you have told me of
many wonderful things which I have be-
lieved; but when you look at me solemniy

| and tell me that men can walk on water

I think you are telling me what is not true
1 don't believe a word of it.*

SCHOOL WORK AT HOME.

A Brooklyn Parent Complains That His
Child Has Too Mueh of If,

To THE Epiton o THE Brx—S8ir: The
svstem of “home work”™ in the grammar
grades of the Brooklyn public schools is an
outrageous burden on the pupils and an im-
position on the parents. My little girl Is in
the third grade. She is certainly not lacking
In intelligence, for she has always been among
the foremost in her classes,  After she reaches
home in the afternoon her time is taken up
almost continuously until bedtime with this
assignment of work. 1 thought it was set-
tled when I was a boy that the regular schoaol
hours cover about as much time as a growing
child should spend at his studies, with, say,
an hour or so at night added for further prepa-
ration. The secret and insidlous practice of
glving out “home work” has undermined this
salutary restriction, and under the Influence
of zealous theorists and faddists, lacking dis-
cretion, the work has increased beyond what
any child should undergo. If It could ha
geuerally known exactly how much time a
ohild must spend at school work in order
consclentiously to do what is assigned, thera
would be a public outery which would drive
the present school authorities out of power

Comiplaint to the teachers has elicited the
assertion by them that they are powerless in
the matter, and that compl ehould ba

plaint
made bigher up; many of them disapprove
of the guantity of work imposed, and soma
ask why the parents do not protest against it

The purents, of course, are not organized

and have no leaders. The difficulty, teachers
tell me, 18 that there is not sufficient tima
during school hours for explanation or etudy,
because time (s wasted on & variety of educa-
tional fads which have crept into our publio
school syatem, Music, drawing, sewing,

designing, Jumping, the rowing motions, aie
some examples of these

‘he “home work,” too, ls Infected
faddism. Time is wasted by such met
as the following A grammatical expla
tion, of, 1 will say, 8 “noun clause” is give!
and of (ts four or five varieties. ‘The childrer
are required at home not to mn.lpo-.- .
amples of these various clauses, which wou
be comparatively easy —but to find exan pl s
in one of three designated booka g
tried my hand at this, and 1 found
looking for a needle in a haystack y Te-
quire a child to do it in the little time left after
a school day and the other home work given
sUERests to me the tusks imposed by the evi
characters in the fairy tales  In other words,
it is damanding an inpossibility

The result of this system i= not truly edu-
cational In the great majority of casea it
engenders slipshod, careless work and poor
scholarship  in the minority, where the

tudents are consclentious, it will break down
ealth if enforced, even where the child has
assistance from cducated parents

In some schools the teachers do not rigidly
reauire the work to be done, but in others a
failure to perform everything resulta in re.
proofl and being “kept In“ -a fatal discourage-
ment to o sensitive and well-meaning pupil
And yet, as though in irony, the pupils are
enjoined that they should be outdoors at
least an hour daily’!

This letter has rroved longer than 1 intend-
ed. but I hope TrE SUN will believe me when |
say that the matter is of the utmost impor-
tance, and will publish it, and also allow other

arents, who 1 ann will come to my support,
o be heard REMONSTRANCE.
BrookLyN, March 1.

with

Mr. Tilden's 60,000 Letters to Friends.
From the Utica Observer
It was Mr. Tilden's faith in the power of

the people to form a correct judgment on
any question submitted to them that led to
his final triumph. ‘I have spent over $2,000

for postage in this campalen,” he sald to &
“Do you mean to

young man after 1874
06,000 letters?” asked

say that you sent out

his astonished visitor
| )t‘l'ltux’n about the number,* answered Mr.
Tilden .
“Rut where did you get thelr names?
“My long connection with the Democratio
State Cominittes had familiarized me with
the (hairman of the County Comm/ in

almost every county in New York. T im
1 therofora sent for a list of names of men
in every villuge in his «-oun(" Vi =

“And did you send printed letters to Lh.%:'

«ftter than that,* Mr. Tilden said, whil
his gray eves twinkled: “1 sant each of my
correspondents a !\(hupnphfd facsimile of

own handwriting

“And how did it work?*

*Rplendidly,” he answered, in onnclu‘gn.

“After | was elected and had gone to Albany
oocastonally 1'd have a call from a citiaen
who would introduce himself to me by muﬁn
of one of my letters to him, and who_would
say 'l didn't think you knew me, Mr. Tilden,
until 1} got this'*®

Harrah for the Department of Agriculture!
From the Lynn Dally Ltem,

The Department of Agriculture was formery
& Jest and a by word: Its reports, sent by train loads
1o placate voters, were relegated to atties or thrown
Into the ash barrels. Seeds sent (o those who
never asked for them, as Is Nt for unsought gifs,
would not turp out right. ©f late years this m
portant department has been elevated to & Cabinet
position and Its scope hroadened. In forestry
It has atoned for the past. in hortleulture, It 18
now direeting Intelligent effort; In the single &l
vision of cotton culture It has developed an Fgyptian
staple of cotton which will thrive on American sol
furnishing & soft fibre su'ted for underwear and
hosiery. In place of a eotton plant liable to attacks
of a destructive luscet, 1t has hybridized & variety
which 1s Immune to such crestures—-bad for tbhe
bugs but better for \he planters.  This work reaches
beyond the agricultural Interests and touches
the affalrs of the whole people and should be In
dorsed by the community and sustained by Con
greas.

The surest and best
Lo opad v -y of Blood Purifiers s Jayne's




